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A&D Hearing Results

oReminder of Decisions
• Must be in writing and include:

• Decision of Committee

• Rules applied to reach the decision

• Appeal rights including fee, time frame for filing, 
and method of appeal

• Send a copy to NTSSA

• Even if the decision is given verbally, it must be 
followed up in writing
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A&D Hearing Results

oThe Right to Appeal
• No one likes to have their decision overturned

• All parties have the right to appeal

• Check your bylaws for next step in appeal rights

• Clock starts when they receive the decision

• Differentiate appeals and protests
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Rights of the Parties

The eleven rights of the parties are listed below and are guaranteed by both the US 
Soccer Federation Bylaw 701 and NTSSA Bylaw 2.1.3.5 Good Standing of member 
Association

- Member Association will provide equitable and prompt hearing and appeal 
procedures to guarantee the rights of individuals to participate and compete and 
ensure due process to the accused.  In all hearings conducted, the parties shall be 
accorded the following:

1. Notice of all specific charges or all violations in writing and possible consequences 
if the charges are to be found true;

2. Reasonable time between receipt of the notice of charges and the hearing within 
which to prepare a defense;

3. The right to have the hearing conducted at a time and place so as to make it 
practicable for the person charged to attend.

4. A hearing before a disinterested and impartial body of fact finders;

. 
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Rights of the Parties (cont’d)

5. The right to be assisted in the preparation of one’s case at the hearing.’

6. The right to call witnesses and present oral and written evidence and argument;

7. The right to confront witnesses, including the right to be provided the identity of 
witnesses in advance of the hearing if requested;

8. The right to have a record made of the hearing if requested in advance with all 
costs to be paid by the requestor; 

9. A written decision, with the reason for the decision based solely on the evidence 
of record issued in a timely fashion and including appeal rights and procedures;

10. Notice of any substantive and material action of the hearing panel in the course 
of the proceedings;

11. Equality concerning communications, and no ex parte communication is 
permitted between a party and any person involved in making a decision or 
procedural determination except to provide explanations involving procedures to be 
followed. 
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Appeal Rights

oTo appeal the decision of the A&D Committee
• the request must be made in writing

• determination of the merit or validity of the request

• chairman sets the time, date and place for the appeal hearing

• the appeal hearing follows the same guidelines and procedures 
as the initial hearing

7



Appeal Rights

oWhat are grounds for appeals?
• failure to comply with appropriate bylaws, rules, or regulations

• bylaw, rule, or regulation fails to confirm with the rules of US 
Youth, USSF, or FIFA or the rule has been applied arbitrarily under 
the facts of the appeal

• disagreement as to the facts as determined by the entity whose 
decision is being appealed

• failure of the entity whose decision is being appealed to provide 
the party with due process
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Appeal Rights

oMost common appeal reason:
• lack of due process including:
• hearing was not before a fair and impartial committee

• lack of proper notification of the appeal rights
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Appeal Rights

So you are in receipt of an appeal request
o Was the request received within the appropriate time?
o Was the request accompanied by the appropriate appeal fee?
o Look to your bylaws to determine who will hear the appeal
• Does your Association Executive Committee  or

• Does the appeal go to North Texas

o Determine if the case has merit
• Utilize your resources including NTSSA A&D Chair
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Example 1
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Example of a notice of 
appeal received by NTx 
A&D 
- Local association referred 
to NTx to hear the appeal



Example 1
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Example of a NTx Appeal 
notification  letter 
- Local association referred 
to NTx to hear the appeal



Example 2
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Example of a notice of 
appeal received by NTX 
A&D
- Local association referred 
to NTX to hear the appeal



Example 2
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Example of a NTx Appeal 
notification  letter 
- NTX denied the request to 
appeal the original decision



Local Association Bylaws – Example 1

IX. APPEAL OF KSA BOARD ACTION

A. Any decision of the KSA Board or A&D Committee is final. The only appeal is to NTSSA and shall be in
accordance with NTSSA regulations.

B. In no event shall any person or persons or organizations under the jurisdiction of KSA invoke the aid of
the Courts, without first exhausting all available remedies and appeals within the appropriate soccer
organizations including a final appeal to the Annual General Meeting of the USSF National Council.

C. For violations of this rule, the offending party shall be subject to the sanctions of suspension and fines, 
and shall be liable to KSA for all expenses incurred by the KSA, its Directors, Contract Staff and its
members in defending each court action, including but not limited to court costs, attorney's fees,
reasonable compensation for time spent by KSA Directors, Contract Staff and members in responding
to and defending against allegations in the action, including responses to discovery and court 
appearances, travel expenses, and the expenses for holding special meetings necessitated by the Court
action.
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Local Association Bylaws – Example 2
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Local Association Bylaws – Example 3
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